
THE FIRELANDS

FLAME 

Firelands District 
 Annual Spring Conference 

 

Saturday, April 22, 2023 
Starting at 9:00 a.m. 

 

 Those who plan to attend, please register by completing THIS. Google form 
or contacting Patti directly at firelandsdistrict@gmail.com . Those attending 
will need to coordinate with their church office to receive a copy of the 2023 
Spring District Conference booklet for all reports and nomination  
information and bring it on the day of District Conference. Booklets will be 
emailed to church offices on April 13th.  Thank you! 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeijLcsCEPzOgjCC8V_IdCVO_1ySgFMt9XXlQqXiaLVbj8cXA/viewform
mailto:firelandsdistrict@gmail.com


Beloved, as we begin this season of Lent, I invite you to join me on a journey of being stewards of God’s creation. The 
season of Lent is a time for reflection and introspection, a time to go deeper in our discipleship, in our walk with Christ, 
in our journey of faith. 
 
The 40 days between Ash Wednesday and Easter can be a season of transformation should we choose to embrace the 
invitation, to slow down, to reflect, to ponder and pray, to take a step back from the busyness and the regularity of our 
daily routines and intentionally create space for the inward work of examination. This Holy season can be a season of 
transformation if we allow God’s Spirit to heal the broken places in our lives, to expand our imaginations, and to give 
us renewed courage for our lives, for ministry, and for the future. 
 
During this season of Lent, I am inviting us, together, to expand our imagination and to focus our attention, together, on 
the stewardship of God’s creation. I encourage us, yes, to do the spiritual work of healing and self-examination and I’m 
also encouraging us to look outside of ourselves, to look outside of our circumstances and get a better grasp on our rela-
tionship with God’s creation. 
 
We are trustees of God’s creation. As Christians, we have a collective responsibility to be caretakers. What if all of us 
see the call to environmental stewardship as part of God’s calling in our lives, individually and collectively? What if we 
all were to begin by having conversations about the climate crisis? 
 
Friends, we are on this journey together to be good stewards of God’s creation.  

Bishop Tracy S. Malone's Lenten Message: Being          
Good Stewards of God’s 



Hello, ladies! As I write this it is technically still winter, but I feel that we have gotten away with a very 
 
mild winter for the first half! I am looking forward to spring and the ability to see as many as possible 
in person at some of your Spring Meetings. (Please send 
me your dates and locations.) We are facing ... and enduring ... challenging times. We are losing mem-
bers when their own church has disaffiliated, and the search for officers among those who are staying is 
difficult to say the least. I have spoken by phone to some who are struggling with the challenges and my 
theme has become .. “Be Flexable!” 
 
Try to remember that it doesn’t matter what church you attend... be it a UMC or other Methodist, Pres-
byterian, Nondenominational, or any denomination… if a woman wants to be active in mission to wom-
en, children and youth, as a follower of Jesus Christ, she can be a part of United Women in Faith! There 
are many ways to belong to a group of women in Christian love and work. Our pledge says that our 
PURPOSE is to know God - first and foremost. We offer training, education, support, skills, food, 
clothing, housing, and so much more to those in need around the world. We also offer an understanding 
ear and counseling to those in crisis. Our reach goes far beyond our local areas to so many! 
 
As United Women in Faith we will continue to think of Christ as our brother who is with us through all 
difficulties and a support for how to help the women, children and youth in so many ways. I urge you to 
think of Jesus as being with you as you go through your day. Stop and ask him, “How can I react to this 
situation as God would have me do it?” I believe if we are patient and wait silently for an answer ... we 
will get one. 
 
When you ask for guidance ... remember ... your answer may be different than you expect. God’s way is 
not necessarily your way. Nothing can ever be exactly as “it used to be” .. but it could be better! Noth-
ing is impossible with God. 
 
As I said at the beginning ... these are challenging times ... however, this is not the first time in history 
that the faithful have faced challenges. God is always faithful ... if we are faithful too! Pray about your 
issues - whatever they are... and be open to the possibilities! 
 
Judy Kidder, President EOC UWF 
 
 
 

FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT 
 
February 10, 2023 



Bishop Malone Shares District Superintendency Plan 
It gives me joy to share that the creative regional superintendency models piloted in the Ohio Valley District 
and the Firelands District in July 2022 are structural, strategic, and missional successes in equipping and 
supporting pastors, congregations, and faith communities in our mission of “making disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world.” 
 
In consideration of the new ministry appointment of Rev. Abby Auman, I will implement another regional su-
perintendency plan in the Mahoning Valley District. Effective July 1 the 10 districts of our Conference will be 
served by seven district superintendents. 
 
Rev. Angela Lewis, superintendent of the Canal District, and Rev. Cara Stultz Costello, superintendent of the 
Tuscarawas District, will expand their leadership to serve as co-superintendents of the Mahoning Valley Dis-
trict while continuing to superintendent in their current respective districts. I have consulted with the district 
superintendents and superintendency committees affected in the new configuration, and I am thankful for 
their support of this strategic leadership plan. 
 
Last fall I also formed a District Realignment/Restructure Task Force to assist me and my Cabinet in as-
sessing and exploring current and ongoing needs, realities, and missional opportunities across our Confer-
ence. A report on proposed structural changes will be printed in the Pre-Conference Workbook and will be 
presented to the Annual Conference in June. The report will include a recommendation from me and my Cab-
inet regarding a change to our current regional structure, a reduction in the number of districts, and a timeline 
for such changes. 
 
Read Bishop Malone’s message in its entirety. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ANNrMQTVmZJJJmq1f8mEeRbi3Cr-MGkU0B_Cs7cV6kvKYzLi-E971a8WFPGAoQ79U1i2-nWCC3g9lptFrG-GXcXud_mNDrEGsh1Wmprj1xB7eFlRWj57tV-A00K87Y1a249Xys2UVTmKXrASk3oAtILHkUjbDf8EYhEBjadtpaabMpaR2X4sSjbXarIHP9Cnkcho8QPP2R4=&c=0WzkkCnDq_kYZkJ-bwVC


Spring Micro Grant Applications Being Taken 
The Board of Congregational Development and the Connectional Ministries office of Strategic Ministries in-
vite churches and charges to apply for spring micro grants. These grants are for new ministries that seek to 
reach those not already in the church. Whether they’re called small groups, Fresh Expressions, or ministries, 
sometimes they just need the seed money these grants can provide. Maximum grant amount is $2,000 – and 
applications for the grants must be submitted by April 3.  
 
Learn more and apply by April 3 on the Scholarships/Grants/Aid page of the EOC website. 

 
For questions about Strategic Ministries opportunities, please e-mail the Rev. Beth Ortiz, Connectional Minis-
tries office Strategic Ministries director, or visit the Strategic Ministries pages on the Conference website. 

Willard Grace United Methodist Church job opening for part-time administrative assistant. Po-
sition provides administrative secretarial support to pastor/other church departments. Respon-
sibilities:  typing, filing, scheduling, other general office duties. Interested parties mail resume 
to GUMC, 108 W. Maple St., Willard OH 44890 or email wgum1@frontier.com 
 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ANNrMQTVmZJJJmq1f8mEeRbi3Cr-MGkU0B_Cs7cV6kvKYzLi-E971VSCSJ3QBvt5ixhPdjQi9HDt5ERRdNqBx1S0HrNwuwcWB01Em4qkuxJDXTlCDlEQFxPsYqjOoZkR7zQNhwCtYn0WRm18PocVOXy3RCMzE-vuksUWkatCFjpPjrHco5B9xg==&c=0WzkkCnDq_kYZkJ-bwVCbiT-QVIsCZaDevEzc7Cg
mailto:bortiz@eocumc.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ANNrMQTVmZJJJmq1f8mEeRbi3Cr-MGkU0B_Cs7cV6kvKYzLi-E971a8WFPGAoQ790jlnijGxEKElSifziVwUkILXGwW4LjCnhEZcvTJGZi8PDsfhmlR4z-Sq1Iw0UU_bUKDuU-kqRwnayn1GKWZxWldiekbwe28LHN-g5Lc3CmFpfW8KTZGWgA==&c=0WzkkCnDq_kYZkJ-bwVCbiT-QVIsCZaDevEzc7Cg
mailto:wgum1@frontier.comHELP


REMINDER 
FOR PEOPLE WHO REGISTERED 

 

 

 Firelands District 2023 Lay Servant Training will be on Saturday, March 11 from 
9a.m. – 4:00p.m. at Collins UMC (4290 Hartland Center Rd., Collins 44826) 

 
 

Trinity United Methodist Church in Port Clinton is seeking a summer pianist. TUMC 
holds services from late May through early September at the Sutton Center in Port Clin-
ton. A “worship wagon” is used in this outdoor venue to house the worship team. The 
position will require generally, the playing of a prelude, three hymns and the possibility 
of special music selection. Compensations has been set at $50 per service. If you are in-
terested in assisting the summer worship efforts of TUMC please call the church office at 
419.732.3161 or email tumcpc135@gmail.com. 

mailto:tumcpc135@gmail.com


Is your church “Making A Difference”? Email us your story and it could show up in our next issue! 

 

 
 
 
 



UNITED METHODISTS CONTINUE TO SUPPORT REFUGEES 
 

Vermilion Grace has adopted a refugee family now living in a duplex in Amherst. Ihar Yaskevych wife Valeria and son 
Mark, one year old arrived on December 29. (see picture) This family left Ukraine on March 12, 2022 with a two month 
old and spent time in shelters and temporary locations for nine months before finding a home in Amherst. Ihar speaks ex-
cellent English, has a work permit, and is interviewing for a job.  
 
Avon, Grafton and Beldon United Methodist churches as well as residents at Wesleyan Meadows and Wesleyan Village 
continue to support eight other families. The need for continued financial support is great. Groceries and personal hygiene 
items are needed on a regular basis. This is why we are reaching to other United Methodist churches for whatever help 
you can give. 
 
If you reach out to your members, gifts can be made through your church or checks made payable to Wesleyan senior 
Living Foundation and sent to Bill McFadden 5417 Goldenrod Circle, Sheffield Village, OH 44035.  
 
Any questions you have will be answered. Call (440-879-1018). 
 
Thank you for what you have done in the past. Anything done now will be gratefully appreciated. 

 

Annual Conference 2023 
 
The 54th session of Annual Conference is June 8-10 at the John S. 
Knight Center in Akron. The theme for this year’s conference is Faith 
Hope Love and the words from 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 (CEB) will guide 
worship services and business sessions. 
 
Registrations for Annual Conference 2023 will again be online only,  
Beginning Monday, April 3 and ending Friday, May 12. 



Greetings, Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 
 
Are you heartbroken, along with me, to see the pictures coming from the earthquake 
ravaged areas of Turkey and Syria? 
 
50 thousand persons dead, 4.1 million in need of humanitarian aid. The worst natural 
disaster to hit them in modern history. And the numbers keep climbing.  
 
Our United Methodist Committee on Relief, as always, is already there. Grants are 
being provided to local partners for tents, heaters, blankets, warm clothes, ready to eat 
meals, first aid kits, and more. 
 
Do you feel called to help? Anyone may donate to your local United Methodist 
congregation, designated for UMCOR Turkey/Syria Earthquake Relief. 
Churches will get credit. 
 
The church Treasurer will send all such contributions to the East Ohio Conference 
Treasurer, for Advance #982450. 
 
100% of your gift will go directly to those aid agencies on the ground. All publicity and 
overhead is covered up front because of your generous annual UMCOR special 
offering. 
 
UMCOR is the first to arrive and the last to leave such disasters. 
Check out the UMCOR website for pictures, video, and updates. 
 
Prayerfully your servant of the servants, 
Rev. Dr. J. Roger Skelley-Watts  
Firelands District UMC Missions Chairperson.  
 

https://eocumcnews.com/2023/02/17/church-leadership-assisting-community-impacted-by-train-derailment/ 

Church, Leadership Assisting Community Impacted by Train Derailment 

 

https://eocumcnews.com/2023/02/17/church-leadership-assisting-community-impacted-by-train-derailment/


 

Take advantage of the Early Bird Savings for Summer Camp 2023! 
If you register by March 15th, campers will receive a limited-edition 2023 Summer Camp t-shirt that is not available in the camp 
store (Aldersgate, Asbury or Wanake). Plus, a $20 discount will be taken off their summer camp fee. If you register by April 15th, 
campers will receive a limited-edition 2023 Summer Camp t-shirt that is not available in the camp store (Aldersgate, Asbury or 
Wanake).  Find all you need to register online at www.EOCSummercamps.org or contact us for a brochure or questions at 
camp@eocumc.com or (330) 499-3972 ext. 108.   

 

Cost of Camp Stretching Your Budget?  Camperships are available to ensure that all people have an opportunity to attend 
camp.   

Want to Become Part of our Summer Camp Staff? 

The staff is a cornerstone of the ministry of East Ohio Camps.  Our summer program requires a great number of staff to be suc-
cessful.  We are looking for outstanding Christian women and men for summer staff positions.  We offer great Christian Commu-
nity, excellent training, free room and board, opportunity for ministry, and growth in leadership skills.  We are looking for coun-
selors, lifeguards, program staff, food service, administration and maintenance.  Go to www.EOCSummercamps.org and click on 
the “Staff & Volunteer” tab. 

Spiritual Formation/Camps & Retreat Ministries 
 

Take advantage of the Early Bird Savings for Summer Camp 2023! 
If you register by March 15, campers will receive a limited-edition 2023 Summer Camp t-shirt that is not 
available in the camp store (Aldersgate, Asbury or Wanake). Plus, a $20 discount will be taken off their 
summer camp fee. If you register by April 15, campers will receive a limited-edition 2023 Summer Camp 
t-shirt that is not available in the camp store (Aldersgate, Asbury or Wanake). Find all you need to regis-
ter online at www.EOCSummercamps.org or contact us for a brochure or questions 
at camp@eocumc.com or (330) 499-3972 ext. 108.  

 
Cost of Camp Stretching Your Budget? Camperships are available to ensure that all people have an op-
portunity to attend camp.  
 
Want to Become Part of our Summer Camp Staff? 
The staff is a cornerstone of the ministry of East Ohio Camps. Our summer program requires a great 
number of staff to be successful. We are looking for outstanding Christian women and men for summer 
staff positions. We offer great Christian Community, excellent training, free room and board, opportunity 
for ministry, and growth in leadership skills. We are looking for counselors, lifeguards, program staff, 
food service, administration and maintenance. Go to www.EOCSummercamps.org and click on the 
“Staff & Volunteer” tab. 

2023 Summer Camps 
June - August 

Registration and Details 

http://www.eocsummercamps.org/
mailto:camp@eocumc.com
http://www.eocsummercamps.org
https://eastohiocamps.campbrainregistration.com/


2023 Camperships 
     This program is designed to give financial aid to our district youth so they may attend a United 
Methodist Summer Camp. Our goal is to provide assistance to as many youth as possible. This         
confidential application is to be completed by the parent/guardian who is an active member of a     
Firelands District Church and submitted by the pastor. You will be notified as to the amount awarded. 
Amount of financial aid is based on the number of applicants, available funds, and family needs. A 
check will be sent to the East Ohio Camps office to apply towards the child’s registration. 

 
Name: __________________________________________ Age: ______ Grade (Fall of 2023) ______ 
 
Address: ___________________________________ City: _____________________ Zip: __________ 
 
Parent/Guardian: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ________________________ Email: ______________________________________________ 
 
Camp Attending: _________________________________  Event #: ___________________________  
 
Name of Event: ___________________________________ Dates: ____________________________  
 
Pastor’s Signature: _______________________________________________ Date: _______________ 
 
To be completed by the Pastor... 

Amount provided by local church: ___________   Additional hardship assistance requested: Yes  No 

Due: April 25, 2023 
Return Completed Form To: 

Firelands District UMC 

3 Stower Lane, Unit 5 • Norwalk, OH 44857 

419-668-6115 • firelandsdistrict@gmail.com 



You’re Invited to ….  

 

 
 
 
 

Leading in A Post-Pandemic – Post-Denominational World.    
Looking at the four critical practices for local churches:   Leadership development, Ministry with the poor, 

Creating new opportunities outside the church buildings and Forming recovery communities. 
 

Saturday, March 18, 2023 
at 

Edinboro United Methodist Church; 
113 High Street, 

Edinboro, PA, 16412. 

 

Our leader for the day: Mike Slaughter 

Pastor emeritus and global church ambassador for Ginghamsburg Church, served for 

nearly four decades as the lead pastor and chief dreamer of Ginghamsburg and the 

spiritual entrepreneur of ministry marketplace innovations.  

Mike is also the founder and chief strategist of Passionate Churches, LLC, which 

specializes in developing pastors, church staff and church lay leaders through 

coaching, training, consulting, and facilitation services. Mike’s call to “afflict the 

comfortable” challenges Christians to wrestle with God and their God-destinies. 

 

8:30 a.m. Registration & Check-In for Pre-Registered - Continental Breakfast provided 
 
9:30 a.m. Session 1 Begins 
 
12:00 p.m. Lunch provided. 
  
1:00 p.m. Session 2 Begins 
 
 
 Who should attend?   Clergy, Laity and Church Membership - All are Welcome! 
 

Cost:  $25.00 - registered before or on March 10 (In person or streamed) 
$35.00 – registered after March 10 (In person or streamed) 
 
Streaming link will be supplied after registration. 

 
Registration opens online, Friday, February 10th. 

 
To register:    https://wpa-reg.brtapp.com/ChurchNext 

https://wpa-reg.brtapp.com/ChurchNext


Firelands District Office UMC 
East Ohio Conference 
3 Stower Lane, Unit 5 
Norwalk, Ohio 44857 

419.668.6115 
firelandsdistrict@gmail.com 
www.eocumc.org/firelands 

Contact Us 

Firelands District UMC 

3 Stower Lane, Suite 5 

Norwalk, OH 44857 

(419) 668-6115  

firelandsdistrict@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.eocumc.com/firelands 

 

District Superintendent 

Rev. Nestor Nazario 
 

District Superintendent  Associate 

Rev. Donna Van Trees 
 

 
Administrative Assistant 

Mrs. Patti Pirc 

 

The mission of the United  
Methodist Church is to make  

disciples of Jesus Christ for the  
transformation of the world. 
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